“THE PARISH: IS IT A CHANCE TO LIVE THE CHARISMA?”

Pacognano (NA), 26th – 31st January 2009 

My dear brothers,

I largely greet you and hug all of you; this greeting is coming from me, CEVIM commission and all the province of Naples where this meeting is hosted.

Welcome to St. Thomas of Aquino, Alfonso Maria de’ Liguori, Giustino de Jacobis’s country. Welcome to this part of Italy so injured so good and generous. Welcome to a country where people work so hard, they are so patient and hopeful toward a life not so easy. Welcome to the country where the deepest and the most ancient Christian roots can be found, where Christ’s Gospel has been welcomed since the ancient times through evangelization of St. Paul because, as it was told, he landed at Pozzuoli, not far from Naples.
I am sure that we are here because we believe that, as Vincent priests, we have not only a “wonderful story to be told”, but even an extraordinary task to be accomplished. And it will be carried out only if we find the courage “to set the sail” and “to throw the net on the other side of the boat”, if we decide to give up our weak certitudes and to trust Jesus Christ, if we allow to be reached by passionate utopia of St. Vincent de’ Paoli who held out against the doubts and won the hesitations that we meet every day in our life which becomes more and more difficult.
We are here to state the untouched vitality and surprising freshness of charisma we are keeping. And we are aware to be responsible toward both present and future time. We do not want to keep off this kind of task.

We are listening to a lot of words in the future and I wish that, among them, there is just the one which will touch our heart, our spirit and that will open new ways for our lives; this word has to give life again to each of us “from the height” so that we feel the happiness to be what we really are and to cooperate in the mission in order to fulfil the plans and ideas that one day enchanted all of us.
The first step that I would like to underline is just suggested by this meeting: we come from different places, but we have the same plan of life and witness, our lives possess the same spiritual origins, we are animated by the same will to compare each other in order to get richer. I wish that in this meeting place of brotherhood, pray, meditation and comparison the Pentecost wonders can happen.
The second step I consider important is the unifying theme of meditation we are going to carry out: considering the parish a place and a chance to live the charisma. So, not just a chance, a stopgap, a justification for our condition of priests; it is almost an option to the customs that have been belonging to us since the beginning but nowadays these customs are disappearing; but the parish is a human and theological place where we can fully express original vocation, also in legitimate way. The parish is a challenge to show our identity of evangelizers in authentic way, our identity of teachers in adult Christian communities, our identity of educators in the charity logic, as our Founder believed. 
In this way, the parish becomes a place for creativity, for significant relationships which support the people we have to lead to look for our Lord’s face and authentic sense of life.

I would like to thank the speakers who will stay with us in these days giving their friendship, their awareness and their teaching: Mons. Antonio Di Donna, auxiliary bishop of archdiocese of Naples, he has been teacher, for a long time, of pastoral theology at Theological Faculty of Southern Italy in Naples; rev. Antonio Staglianò, manager of Calabrian Theological Institute and adviser of CEI national service for the cultural project, he has been voted for few days for the bishop’s dignity and at the diocese of Noto, in Sicily; father Agostino Montan from St. Joseph’s Congregation (Giuseppini del Murialdo), famous canonist, teacher at papal Lateran University in Rome.
I thank the brother Mons. Beniamino De Palma, bishop in Nola, one of the most crowded dioceses of Campania, who really knows the Vincent charisma which is linked to his episcopal experience. 

I thank father Erminio Antonello, Visitor in Turin, and father Nicola Albanesi, Visitor in Rome, who arranged this Meeting together with me.
Finally, I thank father Antonio Ubillus, General Assistant, who gave an international character to the meeting and a decisive support to the Congregation, whose foundation memory was reminded just yesterday, a day that I like to call “the day of Vincent proud”. 

My task ends at this point, the starting point of this way of meditation, I wish this way to become a laboratory of useful ideas so that our pastoral service in European Churches where we operate is related to the needs of spiritual and social grow of communities and population we animate; but this service has to fulfil the specific dimensions of Vincent charisma that we keep better and better.

I invite you to refer to the programme thought for the Meeting. Some variations could occur. I ask you for being patient because of some disappointments. 

Now, father Vincenzo De Cicco, province secretary, is talking about a short description of reality in Naples Province of the Mission.

Thank you. 

                                                                                                           f. Biagio Falco c.m.

                                                                                                           Visitor of Naples
