SYNTHESIS OF ANSWERS GIVEN TO THE QUESTIONS 

BY ITALIAN-PORTUGUESE GROUP. 

By p. Giorgio Bontempi

(I called the group like this because, within of it, there were - besides the brothers of three Italian Provinces - a Portuguese brother, the only one from his country present to the meeting).

1) Can the parish life become a chance to live charism?
 

 a) The "traditional" parish.

The brothers agreed to believe that the parish life could be a chance to live charism, each of them highlighted different aspects:

I) in a vincenziana parish, the approach towards poor people, absolutely before its foundation, is fundamental, as the case of Palermo city. This task is going on in Catania, because the parish entrusted to Lazzaristi in this town is known by people as "the parish where the poor come": there is a canteen where the parisher works together with volunteers and the FdC. (Cosentino)

II) A parish entrusted to S. Vincenzo missionaries has to be missionary, but always inside of diocesan pastoral design, by constantly focusing the attention on the poor's lives. (Tusa)

III) Vincenziano charism in the parish lifeis developed according two poles: missionn and charity. (Madalese)

IV) The parish apostolate must be a provincial choice. In fact, it is important that a community has to carry the parish problems and not the single brothers do it. (Santià)

V) The parish, in the time we live, could be a special chance to live charism. (Bontempi and Evangelisti)

 

b) The parish as a "permanent and ad tempus mission".

I) The parish can be included in the idea of "permanent mission", where the brothers particularly focus on the people far from them. In order to reach this goal, the local community's union is fundamental. (Acciarri)

II) In each Province, an insight about parish function should be started, in order to accept the parish as an extended mission. (Farì)

III) In the parish, charism is lived, charity is arranged, but it is better to stay in the parishes during a fixed time and then, where a community is quite arranged, it is better to move toward another community needing further help. (Magalhaes)

IV) It is important that we live parish function ad tempus, during which community education is cared, and in particular the families. (Graziato)

2) The charity arrangement in the vincenziana parish.
I) It is important arranging the charity in a vincenziana parish. It means the ability to approach people and doing evangelization. (Magalhaes)

II) The brothers who work in the parish should teach to the community a way of pray and a way to live the charity through a living example and by caring about the poor, according to the five vincenziane virtues. (Cosentino - Vitello - Tusa)

III) It is important underlining that the poles - around which the parish life turns - are: caechesis, charity and Liturgy, without forgetting to be reliable to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation. (Acciarri - Evangelisti)

IV) The brothers who work in the parishes have to plan a community pastoral design. Moreover, at provincial field, it is important to draw up a Document for the parish, as a part of a diocese. We must not forget that our parishes are always part of a local church. So, the cooperation with diocesan clergy is very important.

V) Finally, we underline the central position of liturgy in the life of parish community. (Madalese - Santià)

VI) In our parishes it is important to create visible facilities in order to operate for the charity. (Farì - Bontempi)

3) Vincenziana family in our parishes.
a) Palermo (Tusa)

Inside of Palermo parish community, the Famvin  is present and active: there is a good relationship with the Ssdp, thanks to their present spiritual adviser; we have a strong cooperation with the Groups of Vincenziani Volunteers; ther is not, at the moment, a real cooperation with the FdCs.

 

b) Catania (Cosentino)

The Famvin is in the Catania parish: through the poor's canteen; house-to house service, with the cooperation between CM, FdC and GVV. Our dream is the foundation of GGVV.

 

c)Traiano Quarter - Naples (Vitello)

At Traiano Quarter, the GVVs are inactive, but we luckly cooperate with the nuns and we try to animate again the other branches of the Famvin.

 

d) Portugal (Magalhaes)

In my parish the different branches of Famvin successfully cooperate.

 

e) Lametia Terme (Madalese)

In Lamezia parish we cooperate as Famvin. The place where we work is the one near railway station, the most dangerous place of the town. We are going to plan a listening centre together with the diocese.

 

f) Grosseto (Evangelisti)

In Grosseto, parish community it is not possible to cooperate with the Famvin, because ir risks to isolate in elite groups.

 

g) Milan (Bontempi)

In the Madonna of Miracoulous Medal parish in Milan, the Famvin is under the Movement of Comunion and Freedom, which manages the parish pastorale. This is a disappointing reality either for charism or for diocesan pastoral plan.

"The way how a vincenziana parish involves young people."  By p. Salvatore Farì C.M.

At the beginning of this statement of mine, I wish to greet the CEVIM Visitors and I thank them to have thought and carried out this meeting for us, the brothers engaged in the parish function. In this task that I was entrusted, I am going to answer the question: "How does a vincenziana parish involve the young people?" As I used to do in my statements, I am referring, above all, to a biblical icon: Luca 5,1-11 (chapter five, lines one-eleven); then I am recalling history and, finally, some pastoral suggestions coming from my experience.

The passage telle about Jesus who approaches his disciples giving them practical indications. Peter's fishing is fruitful after confiding in Jesus Christ. The starting point is just Christ's words which make to disappear Peter's fear. Are modern parishes afraid of approaching the young people above all? The previous disappointments could be discouraging. But disappointment, unsuccessful actions might be as results of a bad fishing, in other words, an action carried outwithout Jesus's help. Peter threw the fishing net into a sea full of fish which was not attracted by it despite of might task. The story of miraculous fishing offers a deep suggestion: fish is there! Jesus' invitation "setting the sail" is still right nowadays. It means that the mission is possible nowadays too. The pastoral disappointment because of several educational fails regarding young people must not exclude the hope. Our Lord suggests to throw this fishing net where young people exist, live and meet, spend their spare time, according to their interests. If they are alone, fishes will never set foot on shore. The sterile complaint for the fruitless night is not useful. "Fish" is there: "you just need to fish it"! Jesus sends us into a good sea, not reluctant one. But we need to go there! But where do we have to go? Where are young people nowadays? Are we waiting for them jumping out of sea or are we fishing them? So, let us try new ways for young people, let us trust Jesus's Word! A lot of times, when we talk about the parish, we can risk to refer to post-tridentine church as the right parish pattern. This kind of parish is to be carried out inside a church considered a perfect association, a moral entity composed of several subjects who are looking for the salvation of soul; the linking element of this association is the principle of representative authority. It is a strongly, clerical church, focused on the parisher's functions who receives the ability to manage the pastoral function, to take care of souls, within a region, through the represented authority. It is a church strongly based on the sacraments, on the Eucharist, above all. It is an unchangeable, static, conservative pattern - for a cultural, social, relational context, at ecclesiastic level. The idea of changement, transformation is not contemplated in this kind of church. The parish inadequacy is measured according to social changement occurred in the XX° century. The parish was born in the IV° century in the countryside. The tridentine parish was born in the XVI° century for a social group (village or quarter), a compact village for living needs, social style of life, traditions and it is fixed in its fundamental size; this village is not suitable to manage the changements, but to tidy up the existing reality. It is suitable for a particular life, decided, by a certain ierarchy, in a "cristiana societas". This social condition does not exist anymore. The events of urbanization and secularization changed the experience of time and space and the concept of sacred. Therefore, changes in progress have to renew a parish in order to conform it to a different context. We have to consider that today there is a lack of trust in institutions and that the mere socialization is not a single unit as before. Our parish must behave like a missinary: that is "open community", able to welcome, but even "outside community" (they both as a drawing point of reference where young people live). Young people think that a parish is an organization and a frame and not the "face of Christ". Yet, when thay find a parish, they appreciate the relational and spiritual life of a christian community. The parish community must be able to face a young man's life, that is working with him along the paths of spare time, socialization, school, job and even faith. Parish must be close to young people, by living their own territoriality: the word "parish" is referred not only to the parish space but also to square, roads, playgrounds, houses... in other words, this means to entirely accept the confrontation with the young people in order to avoid and impose a faith away from their sensitiveness. When parish asks young people for changement in their ways of talking and referring to other people, it refers to both quantity and quality of relationship. Communication is not possible if there is no meeting; the latter can be carried out just under particular conditions (and probably for a long time): 1) it is necessary that a parish pays attention to young people's rythms of life, in order to welcome them without conditions (meeting several interests; time for relationships and celebrations should be change from daytime to the night...); 2) it is even important that a parish acquires more competence in using ways of communication, which are a shared heritage for young people (for example, multimedia activity, language of art and music, etc.); 3) since youth's reality is diversified (pre-teens, teens, young people and young men), parish needs the help from people who meet young people and talk to them to learn and relate with their world and their lives; 4) a parish has to integrate young people and the community and help them to listen and understand each other; 5) consider real young people's desire to feel united and stronger through virtual communication (mobiles, SMS, chat, facebook...); 6) start a Cultural Project: cinema, theatre, music, art in general and sport are ways through which we can approach young people and through them it is possible to suggest confrotation with the main topics of our time (vision of mankind, biotechnology, globalization...), 7) create, in our parishes, young groups of vincenziana family (there is the risk to promote other young realities and to forget the charismatic identity), 8) it is obvious that the best way is the one of testimony and attention, made of availability, and friendship, to the young man's personality. CONTINUA
In order to focus on vincenziana experience of Parish, I think it is right to refer to over Statements and Documents:"Among the Congregation's apostolic activities, it is necessary include the parishes, provided that the mission realized by the brothers is related to the goal and origin of our Institute, and it is claimed by the insufficient number of parishes (S10 $1).

The goal of Mission's Congregation is to follow Christ who promises Gospel to the poor. This goal can be carried out when the brothers and the comunities, linked to S. Vincent: i) 1° strongly try to embody Christ's spirit (RC I,3), in order to reach the right perfection for their vocations (RC XII, 13); 2° try to evangelize the poor, above all the farthest ones; 3° help parishers and common people in their education and lead them to attend poor's evangelization in a more effective way. ii) The Mission's Congregation, considering their own purpose, taking as example the Gospel and paying attention to time's marks and the most urgent appeals of Church, will open nwe ways and use suitable means for time and location needs as soon as possible; moreover, it will engage to carefully examine again and to coordinate the tasks and functions, so that it is said to be renewed  in a definite way. C1

Thus, as a result poor's evangelization (Mission) and service are, in particular for us vincenziani, two fundamental elements of our animation in parishes.

Your Eminence Marcello Semeraro, wrote a nice pastoral letter to Oria Diocese in 2001 about parish; it is included in a book, "The feet of Church", and he really puts in evidence that parish is a missionary station, the opposite thing of "service station" such as self service or supermarket where each chooses whatever he likes. "Missionary station", "stationing" means "standing", living in a place, housing; and "missionary" refers to a direction, a movement toward a place, it deals with a dynamic communication. Parish is "a placewhere we can stop, we meet other people and after that we go on walking; it is a place where people stay for a bit of time, the necessary time for experiencing a common life which improve the mission" (n.7)

Nowadays, it is time for mission again. The necessity to talk about Christ, dead and risen again, as the only and universal way to salvation is so deep that, face of doubt and confusion, ecclesiastic authority had to introduce, on the 6th August 2000, Dominus Jesus declaration that just deals with well known traditional principles of catholic teaching. From this point of view any Christifideles is responsible: priests, religious people, secular people, each of them is responsible according to his own condition or vocation in the achievement of mission. And, in this sense, S. Vincent's example has still got a present value. Despite of the fact that he lived in an ecclesiastic and cultural context in which the distinction between priests and secular people was quite strict because the former  (populus ducens)  were active subjects in the church, while the latter (populus ductus) were passive subjects, S. Vincent involved everybody - priests, secular people, religious people - in an apostolic action imitating Christ: He loved men, He cared about them, that is their needs, above all their salvation. Young people of our parishes have to be involved and prepared for the mission: young people evangelize each other. In the mission there are three important features: a) the University as the place of relationship between Gospel and Culture; b) the working world as an important step of transition between youth and adult age and as a place for christian testimony; c) education to love and family's life as fundamental purposes of christian education.

The young's people involvement as missionaries toward other young people is a right chance to help young people and teenagers, inside their steps of christian vocation, to help them and see their lives as an engagement and evangelic testimony. In this way, they recognize their christian vocation. 

In Catania Archidiocese, the office for Youth Pastoral always arranges meetings with young people in order to evangelize other people. These meetings occur saturday night. Young people are divided into three groups: a group prays for the meeting, a group evangelizes young people in the streets, a group welcomes young people who comes to the church to listen to Gospel and for Eucharistical adoration. It is a deep moment in which a lot of young people are involved because they look forward to meet Jesus Christ. By the way, it is necessary to remember the biblical episode of disciples from Emmaus. They are sometimes taken in the street because they do not know that a sudden event can radically change their lives. The young missionaries go next to a young man or woman and, leaving from a comon time condition, they will be taken to mistery experience. It might be a good experience to be lived in our towns. Holy Word will mark mission paths and it will be the teaching method. Next to mission paths there are  the charity paths: solidarity towards ill people, elderly people, disabled people, support for the cure and prevention of abuses and other psychological problems.

In our Catania community, we are woring on a plan "The Samaritan Inn", a place in which all the people who need to be helpedare welcomed: men, women, families with children, homeless and poor people. A part of house will be reserved for secular people's education, who will be able to share their experience with missionaries and poor brothers. In the house, there will be locations for sharing and pray. A distinctive feature of S. Vincent's life is his extraordinary ability to perceive every situation of need - material need, spiritual need - always present in the society of every age. One of the biggest actual problems is indfference, above all among young people. Youth pastoral in a vincenziana parish, through these methods does not have to forget that the starting point in the mission is just caring about people asking for help.

In conclusion, the presbyters engaged in a parish have to follow three directions: 1) increase our base education in order to give improvement to young people's education; 2) establish a dialogue with Vincenziana Family so that different conditions are known and plans of Vincenziana Youth Pastoral; 3) carrying out an exchange of experiences and educational aids in order to enforce the cooperation with the young.

 

