PROVINCE OF PARIS
The Vincentian Provinces in France were begun in 1953. Before this time, the General Curia was located in our Motherhouse, and thus the French Vincentians, as other countries, depended directly on the Superior General and his Council. The French government requested that the Motherhouse remain in Paris when the Curia was moved to Rome, and so the name remains since that time.

1. THE TERRITORY
This history also explains the extension of our Province of Paris on four continents. The Province came about as a result of a long history that took place during the past 50 years. Thus, we have a territory that is very extensive internationally, going beyond the Europe of today.

In Europe: we have 10 communities in the northern half of France and in Greece. We are also present, but without any confreres, in Romania, in Bucarest.


In Africa: we are present in the Cameroon, which includes three communities and their places of formation that form a Region, and in Algeria, in an inter-provincial house affiliated with the Province of Toulouse.

In Asia: Vietnam, very poor in freedom, but equally rich in missionary quality, is open to new perspectives with four houses and their places of formation. We have created a Region there. We are also present, but without confreres, in Turkey, in Istanbul.


In North America: As a way of completing our tour of the world, we also have a house in Canada, in Quebec. One confrere from the Province of Toulouse is present there with a married permanent deacon affiliated with the Province.

2. THE VITALITY

In FRANCE

Fifty years ago, we had a substantial number of confreres present in the major seminaries. Today, this activity has greatly diminished. One confrere remains in the Carmelite Seminary of Paris affiliated with the Catholic Institute of Paris, and one confrere serves part-time in the Seminary in Metz.

The Houses of Missions
1. The Motherhouse in Paris, whose ministry includes hospitality for confreres who are students and Vincentian sessions such as CIF, is also moving towards Popular Missions. One team of confreres ministers to the pilgrims at the Chapel of the Miraculous Medal at rue du Bac. This team is involved in presiding and preaching, the sacrament of Reconciliation, and animation of other major events.
2. One house provides mobile popular missions with preaching in pilgrimage places.
3. Four communities are located in parishes and are thus the confreres are on mission there for a longer duration (several years): in Metz, Pont Saint Pierre, Epinay/Seine and Amiens.

4. One community with a variety of ministries in the Paris region comes together regularly to share their experiences with one another:
· chaplain for homeless persons and for psychiatric hospitals

· chaplain for persons with visual impairments

· chaplain for Gypsies
· presence among young people in the work place

· chaplain for a retirement residence of Daughters of Charity 

5. There is also a Retirement Care Residence where the confreres of the Province or missionaries from elsewhere come to convalesce or to live like a “monk” through a life of prayer.

6. Finally, the Provincial House serves all of the other works.

The Seminary

This year, we have sent three young men to the Internal Seminary in Teruel where they have been welcomed along with the seminarians from the Provinces of Spain and Toulouse. I take this opportunity to sincerely thank our Spanish confreres.

In CAMEROON


We just celebrated 25 years of presence in Cameroon. At the present time, there are elements that will become a foundation in the coming years. We have created a formation house close to Yaounde, an Internal Seminary in Buea in the English-speaking region in order for the young men to learn another language. Links have been established with the Provinces of the Congo and Nigeria. We have established a Region, which is still in the structural phase, with the three existing communities. Understandably, it is the Provincial administration which creates a heavy financial burden for the Region.

In VIETNAM


This Region is our youthfulness, our hope, giving witness to a great deal of activity. Our Vietnamese confreres have also celebrated one half century of existence. They are fully established, taking into account the reality and the possibilities of their country. Even during this year a degree of openness seems to be occurring, as several confreres received government authorization to be ordained as priests. It is also important to realize that it is not easy to become implanted in a region in order to create a mission. However, the bishops are making appeals to them to be responsible for ministry to new populations.
Currently, five young men are in France for theological studies in order to become part of a team of future formators.


In these two Regions, Cameroon and Vietnam, the question of vocations currently is not an issue it is in France. However, it is important to be attentive to the maturity of the young men, their motivation and the gift of their life.

     3 – INTER-PROVINCIAL COLLABORATION
The two French Provinces collaborate in several domains:

-  In an Inter-Provincial Council, which gathers the two complete Provincial Councils together two times each year.

-  For all the stages of formation, which we try to arrange together even if it is not easy to find coordinators for each stage. However, the only formation stage in common in the Province of the South is the Internal Seminary (currently, for the Province of Paris, we have three young men in the Internal Seminary) and Theology. 
-  In the accompaniment of the Vincentian Family on the national level, where we try to work together to make wise choices:
 

1. Toulouse is responsible for MISEVI



2. Paris is responsible for J.M.V., The Conferences of Saint Vincent de Paul, and A.I.C.

-  We have also decided to make Algeria an Inter-Provincial House, that is, with confreres from both Provinces and with inter-provincial financing.

Generally, our Provincial Assemblies take place at the same time and in the same location. For the confreres, it is a wonderful opportunity for fraternal gatherings, considering that after formation we have been separated. We take advantage of Common Assemblies to exchange on common themes, to study ways of working together and to share missionary experiences in France and in other countries. We do not always make the same decisions, but there is richness in diversity.
We have also created a group of married permanent deacons. With them, we have created statutes for an association affiliated with our Provinces. As of now, it is still in a trial period. 

I must also point out that both the Province of the Philippines and the Province of Poland allow us to benefit from the presence of a confrere in Greece. These are two collaborative works which allow the Congregation to remain present in the part of the world so dear to the heart of the apostle Paul.

     4 – OUR QUESTIONS

The statistics from December 31, 2005 number us at 170 members. However, let us look a bit closer.

At the present time:
	
	Priests
	Deacons
	Brothers
	Incorporated Students

	In France
	80
	2
	7
	1

	In Vietnam
	35
	6
	2
	6

	In Cameroon
	21
	5
	1
	0

	In Greece
	2
	0
	1
	0

	In Algeria
	0
	0
	1
	0

	
	138
	13
	12
	7



The number of confreres is significant, but if we look at only France and Greece, the average age is about 70 years (with 34 confreres more than 80 years of age); however, several of them are still in active ministry.

We strive not only to know how to be present to young people, but also how to assist them to hear the call of the Lord and to have the strength to respond. Even if we have not found the answer to this question, we know how to live out our reason for being.

I am convinced that the Province of Paris is very much alive. My confreres who want to truly carry out the mission, know how to choose their ministry in the most difficult regions, such as in Epinay sur Seine, in France. All of France knows about this area due to the violence that took place there several months ago. A French confrere has offered his availability to respond to the invitation of the Superior General for the new missions; a Vietnamese confrere would also like to leave his country for the same reason.

More and more, we are realizing the importance of collaboration with the laity. The process is not always easy, but there is progress, and I believe the future lies in collaboration. In the missionary sectors, this works well, but as Vincentians it is much more difficult. It happens as part of our secularity.

Nevertheless, groups are starting to form, and we accompany them in whatever way possible. The grace of God is certainly at work.


I will conclude by citing one of my professors, Father Chalumeau, in his description of a Vincentian:

“Saint Vincent de Paul wanted the spirit of his community to be characterized by five virtues that he considered fundamental: simplicity, meekness, humility, mortification and zeal. It is said that those who observed the Priests of the Mission in their service in France and in other countries, compared their manner of acting with that of other missionaries or professors. Here is perhaps how the spirit of the Vincentians could be characterized: first of all, a certain affability, an easy-going directness, without triviality nor pretension, a collective and individual repugnance of all that is stilted, ceremonious, pompous, a near horror for doing things just for show. The Vincentian does not try to deceive; he doesn’t try to overrate himself; he is not on the look-out for dazzling works or shining qualities, or a reputation as a wise or great orator. He prefers (if he is faithful to his spirit) modest, hidden apostolic work, he would not dream of being denied it.” (Excerpt from an article appearing in “Amitiés catholiques françaises” January 1960.)
Pierre Cornée, C.M.
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