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Vice Province of Ss. Cyril and Methodius.

1. History. Our history is easily told. We are not yet 6 years of age! However in reality we are

                   the present day continuation of the work carried out (mainly by our Polish Confreres) – in the Russian Empire, some of which dates back well over Two Hundred years. They worked, and build fine houses and churches in several places which are in present-day Belarus, Ukraine, Lithuania and the Russian Federation – where they worked in the Volga Region. This all came to an abrupt end under the communist regime of the USSR.

The end of the USSR and its division into different independent countries, saw the work gradually resume. Confreres from Poland began to work in Belarus, in 1991 (in a region which was part of Poland up to 1945). Later they went from Poland to the SW of Ukraine, to the region of Bukovina, near the border with Rumania. Meanwhile in 1990 the Slovak confreres began to work in Western Ukraine in the Zakarpatska Region, and they established a fine house in Perechin town. A little later the Superior General and his council established two international missions - one in Kharkov, Ukraine (1995) and the other in Niznij Tagil in the Ural region of Russia (1997). These missions were staffed by a mixture of Polish, Slovakian and Slovenian confreres.

By the time the Vice Province was established 2001, there were 5 separate houses of the Congregation in the territory of the former USSR, but each working alone, quite separate from the others, and each under different authorities within the Congregation. The Vice Province was established in an attempt to bring them together and to mould them into a single entity.

Since then we have built a central house in Kiev, and it is also the formation centre for our  students, and for the Internal Seminary.

2. Stasticics at end of 2005. 
Houses = 6 (4 in Ukraine and one each in Belarus and Russia).

Members = 1 Bishop (Byzantine Rite, Ukraine) 22 Priests, 2 Deacons, 6 Students, 4 in Internal 

                    Seminary, and, 2 Candidates for 2006.

By Nationality our members are:  Bishop = Slovakian. 

Priests = 4 Ukrainian; 12 Polish; 3 Slovenian; 2 Slovakian; 1 Irish.

Deacons = both Ukrainian.

Students = 1 Belarussian and 5 Ukrainians.

Internal Seminare = 3 Ukrainian and 1 Belarussian.

Candidates both Ukrainian.

3. Apostolic Priorities.  
There is a great need for Christian love and care for a great many people, who live in poverty, without hope and with little or no assistance from Government. Each of our Communities have/are developing projects of direct work with the poor. This policy has been adopted as a Norm of the Vice Province since our first Assembly in 2003. In most cases these programmes are Vincentian Family affairs, and we are working with Daughters of Charity; Sisters from other “Vincentian Family” Congregations;  AIC;  DePaul Conferences; and, Vincentian Marian Youth.

4. Main Challenges.
Unquestionably our main challenge is the true Vincentian formation of our young members. The Director of the internal Seminare has been prepared for the work, and this year we hope to send a Ukrainian Confrere to Rome for studies – with a view to his return and becoming Director of Formation. 

We have a programme for our candidates which runs for about 4 or 5 months each year. 

The Internal Seminary is 2 years.

Philosophy and Theology studies are done in the Diocesan Seminary not far from Kiev. The students commute each day. We have two Confreres on the staff there, and try to supplement their formation as best we can in the Kiev house.

Each student is required to take a “Community Year” i.e. a break of a year from the Seminary, spent in one of our houses – before making Vows and being ordained Deacon.

Underlying this challenge is of course our need for both Confreres/Formators and financial support. There is a real future for the Vice-Province, but it will require confreres from other Provinces to join us, and also financial assistance. The Superior General and his Council have been very supportive and helpful. It is my hope that outer European Provinces will also become involved in whatever way seems most suitable to themselves.

Pictures.

1. Shows the Kiev house “Gift of God” on Blessing day – May 2005.

2. A Community celebration in Kiev in 2004.

3. Interior of the “Chapel of the Beatitudes” – Kiev house.
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